REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Unfortunately he had the audacity to ask for
an increase in his miserable wage, with the result
that he was first put on half-pay and finally dis-
missed. These are not the conditions to inspire
confidence in the public service, and unless the
Young Turks give very careful attention to the
management of their post office, their proposal
to do away with the European establishments
cannot go beyond the realm of dreams. The
grievance, it must be admitted, is not in respect
of foreign letters, but wholly in the case of
inland and country postage.
Something was said in an earlier chapter of
the great importance of education. At present
it may, without offence, be said that probably
nowhere else in Europe is the standard of educa-
tion so low as in Turkey. Unfortunately, it
involves political considerations. There is the
ever present language question. The Hellenes,
the Albanians, the Armenians, the Arabs, all
cherish the language of their fathers, and in none
of these cases is this Turkish. There can be no
reasonable objection to the adoption of Turkish
for parliamentary debates and for the transaction
of public business generally. Any other arrange-
ment would inevitably bring the curse of Babel
on the Government offices. Yet against a
similar proposal with reference to instruction
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